REQUEST FOR HISTORIC AND SCENIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION ACTION
MASONIC TEMPLE ASSOCIATION OF REDLANDS, INC., APPLICANT

PUBLIC HEARING to consider Historic Resource Designation No. 137 — A
request to consider a recommendation to the City Council for a nomination for
designation as a Local Historic Resource of a two-story brick building utilized as
the Redlands Masonic Lodge located at 131 Cajon Street (APN: 0171-301-02-
0000). This application is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the California Environmental Quality
Act Guidelines.

HISTORIC AND SCENIC PRESERVATION MEETING: OCTOBER 7, 2021

Planner: Loralee Farris, Principal Planner
PROCEDURE FOR PUBLIC HEARING
1. Chairperson declares the meeting open as a public hearing.
2. Chairperson calls upon staff for report.
3. Chairperson calls for questions/comments from members of the Commission.
4, Chairperson calls upon applicant, or its representative, for comments/testimony.
5. Chairperson calls for comments/questions/testimony from members of the
public (3 minutes per speaker).
6. Chairperson calls upon the applicant, or representative, for rebuttal comments
(5 minutes).
7. Chairperson closes the public hearing.
8. Commission considers the motion(s) and votes.
SYNOPSIS

1. Historic Designation: ~ The property contains an existing 14,911 square-foot multi-
tenant commercial building, historically used as the Redlands
Masonic Lodge. The building is two stories, with a partial third
story, and has a brick exterior.

2. Existing Land Use: The primary tenant is the Redlands Masonic Lodge. Smaller
suites within the building are used to a variety of office uses.

3. Historic and Scenic Preservation Commission submittal dates:

(A)  Date Submitted: September 22, 2021
(B) Date Accepted as Complete: September 23, 2021
(C)  Historic and Scenic Preservation

Commission Meeting: October 7, 2021
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4. Attachments: A. Aerial Location Map

B. Proposed DPR Forms

C. Supporting Historic Documentation
D. Resolution No. 2021-13

BACKGROUND / PROPOSAL

The original building, constructed in 1909, was a 50’ x 125’ building constructed by Fred
T. Harris and the Taylor Brothers brick contractors. The building is primarily two stories,
with a partial third story, and it has been previously modified. In 1935, a one-story addition
was added to the front and back of the building, expanding the dining room and adding a
small stage and additional office space. The building represents one of the oldest
commercial buildings in the City of Redlands that is still in use by the same organization
that commissioned its original construction. The property owner, the Masonic Temple
Association of Redlands, is requesting nomination of the building by the Historic and
Scenic Preservation Commission, and designation of the structure by the City Council as
a local historic resource. The historic designation would promote and encourage the long-
term preservation of this valuable historic resource.

ANALYSIS
Designation as Historic Resource

RMC Section 2.62.180 provides that any person or group may request the nomination
and designation of a resource by submitting an application to the Historic & Scenic
Preservation Commission. A nominated or designated resource may include single
structures or sites, portions of structures, urban design features, manmade or natural
landscape elements, or works of art that are aged 50 years or older.

Following the designation of the historic resource, any exterior alterations, demolition,
moving of the structure, or other permanent change to the property will require future
review by City staff and Commission, and will be subject to the provisions of RMC Chapter
2.26 (Application for Certificate of Appropriateness).

The criteria set forth in RMC Section 2.62.170 are used to determine if the nominated
resource is significant. Based on the records and documents available, for 131 Cajon
Street, staff recommends that the subject property satisfies the following criteria for
designation.

1) Section 2.62.170(C): ‘It is strongly identified with a person or persons who
significantly contributed to the culture, history or development of the city.”

The subject property meets this criterion. The Redlands Masonic Lodge are an
organization that have notably contributed to the culture, history or development
of the City. The initial origins of Redlands Lodge No. 300 began when Redlands
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Citrograph editor, Scipio Craig, published a notice in his paper in 1887 asking East
San Bernardino Valley men to register at this office if they were interested in
forming a lodge. The organization has met in Redlands since 1890 and constructed
the subject building, where they still meet, in in 1909. On June 12, 1909, the
cornerstones of the new Masonic Temple was laid. A parade took place for its
dedication on February 28, 1910.

In addition to Scipio Craig, some of the other notable members included Frank
Meserve, a city mayor; George Hinckley, city superintendent of parks and water;
H.P.D Kingsbury, a citrus grower, former mayor, and school board member; and
Albert E. Taylor and Harold Taylor, owners of a notable brickyard in Redlands; and
Paul W. Moore, early owner of the Daily Facts newspaper and the namesake of
Moore Middle School. The Masons are noted in newspaper articles as being
community-oriented and have been involved in fundraisers and events that have
directly benefitted the community during their 131 year tenure in the City.

Section 2.62.170(D): “Itis one of the few remaining examples in the city possessing
distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen.”

The subject property meets this criterion. The Redlands Masonic Lodge represents
one of the oldest buildings in the City that is still used and operated by the original
organization that commissioned its construction in 1909. The building utilizes brick
construction, accented with stone and concrete with rusticated quoins accenting
the front corners of the building and adorns the words “Masonic Temple” engraved
in large letters on a stone section above the entry. The brickwork contains a band
of articulated dental work, below the roof molding. The design and brick material
utilized for the building distinguish it as part of the downtown core of the City. While
many institutional resources were constructed in Redlands during this early
development period of the City, few of them remain; resulting in the Masonic
Temple as being one of the few remaining examples.

Section 2.62.170(l): “It is a particularly good example of a period or style.”

The subject property meets this criterion. The Redlands Masonic Lodge is
consistent with the City’s Historic Context Statement theme of “Early Development
of Redlands (1867-1913)”, which includes club/organizational buildings associated
with Redlands’ earliest patterns of institutional development. The property retains
its historic association with Redlands Lodge No. 300, and also retains its integrity
of location, design, and feeling. While the building has been modified, which
additions to the front and rear occurring in 1935, these additions have gained
historic significance in their own right. Minor modifications, such as window
change-outs appear to have occurred over time, however, the majority of the
features that illustrate its original style and appearance in terms of massing,
proportions, and design are still in-tact and the building remains easily
recognizable and retains the features that characterized its appearance during its
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historical period. The building also earned a Heritage Award from the Redlands
Area Historic Society in 1984 as a good example of local architecture that has been
maintained in good condition.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

The proposed nomination and designation is exempt from the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3). Section
15061(b)(3) is referred as the “general rule” and applies to those projects where it is seen
with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant
effect on the environment. The proposed application is limited to the historic designation
of the property located 131 Cajon Street as a historic resource, and will in no way result
in a significant effect on the environment.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Based on the analysis above, staff recommends that the Historic & Scenic Preservation
Commission make a recommendation to the City Council that the Redlands Masonic
Lodge be nominated and designated as a Historic Resource in accordance with Section
2.62 of the Redlands Municipal Code.

MOTION

If the Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission deems it appropriate, staff recommends
the following motion.

Historic Resource Designation:

‘I move to adopt Resolution No. 2021-13, determining that the designation of a
historic resource is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) (General Rule), and to nominate and recommend
that the City Council designate the Redlands Masonic Lodge located at 131 Cajon
Street to be eligible to become a Historic Resource in accordance with Chapter
2.62 of the Redlands Municipal Code.”



ATTACHMENT A

Aerial Location Map
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ATTACHMENT B
Proposed DPR Forms



State of Califomia [JThe Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #
PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial
’ NRHP Status Code _
Other Listings
Review Code - Reviewer Date
Page 1 of * Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)

P1. Other Identifier: Redlands Masonic Lodge

*P2. Location: O Not for Publication O Unrestricted
*a. County San Bernardino and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad __ Redlands Date 2018 Tots;R 03W;  Oof _ Dof Sec __; B.M.
c. Address 131 Cajon Street City Redlands Zip 92374
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 115, 3756012 mE/ 3768012 mN
e. Other Locational Data: {e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)
APN: 0171-301-02
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The original building, built in 1909 and opened in 1910, was 50 x 125 feet, two stories, of
brick, marble, and concrete. The architect, Fred T. Harris, and Taylor Brothers brick
contractors, were principally responsible for the design and construction. Originally, the
building entrance had a sandstone columns supporting a small balcony at its entrance on
Cajon Street. In 1935, a one-story addition was added to the front and back of the building,
expanding the dining room and adding a small stage and creating additional office space.
*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
- *P4. Resources Present: [1 Building
P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 0 Structure [ Object [ Site (] District C
Element of District 0O Other (Isolates,
etc.)
P5b. Description of Photo: {view, date,
accession #)
*P6, Date  Constructed/Age and
Source: O Historic [ Prehistoric
O Both
* P7. Owner and Address:
Redlands Masonic Templa Assoclatlon
131 Cajon Street Redlands California, 82374
*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and
address)
*P9. Date Recorded:
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Voluntary for Local Designation
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey
report and other sources, or enter "none."}
None

* Attachments: ONONE Clocation Map OContinuation Sheet  XBuilding, Structure, and Object Record
OArchaeological Record ODistrict Record (ILinear Feature Record [OMilling Station Record [DRock Art Record
DArtifact Record XPhotograph Record O Other (List):

DPR 523A (9/2013} * Required information




State of Califomia [JThe Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD
* Resource Name or # {Assigned by recorder) * NRHP Status Code
Page of
B1. Historic Name: Redlands Masonic Temple
B2. Common Name: Rediands Masonic Lodge
B3. Original Use: Fraternal Meeting Place / Commergial Offices B4. Present Use: Fraternal Meeting Place / Offices

*B5. Architectural Style:

*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
The cornerstone for the building was laid on June 12, 1908 and the building was completed on March 4, 1810, In 1935,
the building was extended toward Cajon Street to the West, adding two offices, and to the East, toward &th Street, adding
dining room space.

*B7. Moved? XNo [Yes [lUnknown Date: /A Original Location: /A

*B8. Related Features:
N/A

BY%a. Architect: Fred T. Harris b. Builder: Taylor Brothers

*B10. Significance: Theme Early Institutional Development of Rediands Area
Period of Significance 1867 - 1913 Property Type Commercial Applicable Criteria Lacal C,D,!
(Discuss importance in terms of histerical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address
integrity.}

The Redlands Masonic Temple building, completed in 1910, is one of the oldest
commercial buildings in Redlands still in use by the same organization and for its
constructed purpose. Over the years, a number of other entities and businesses have
called the building home including, a fledgling Beaver Medical Group, whose doctors once
occupied every office on the first floor. [n addition to housing Freemasons, the building has
also been home to other fraternal organizations such as Rotary and Kwanis for more than
fifty years. Today, a variety of business operate from the facility and its dining room is
regularly used for local activities and events hosted by Redlanders. In 1984, the Redlands
Area Historical Society presented the Masonic Temple Association with the "Heritage
Award," in recognition of the building's age and it's having been a "good example of local
architecture.”

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)

*B12. References: Redlands Area Historic Society Heritage Award, A.K. Smiley Public Library Heritage Room, SBSun Newspaper

{Sketch Map with north arrow required.)

B13. Remarks:
*B14. Evaluator: Josh Le Vesque
* Date of Evaluation: 09/22/2021

{This space reserved for official comments.)

DPR 523B (9/2013) * Required information
















































ATTACHMENT C

Supporting Historic Documentation



REDLANDS AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INCORPORATED
Redlands Heritage Award 1984
Masonic Temple
131 Cajon Street
1909

On September 5, 1908, the Citrxograph announced "A prospective view
of the proposed new Masonic Temple to be erected on Cajon Street,
has been on view in the front window of the Dostal Hardware Store
this week. The building is to be 50 x 125 feet, two stories, of
vick, marble and concrete. The drawing makes a very pretty pic-
ture indeed." The Masons had been meeting in Redlands since 1890
in buildings such as the 0dd Fellows Hall on the cornexr of Orange
and Water Streets (Redlands Boulevard), the McGinness Hall on
West State Street, and the Post Office Building on the cormer of
State and Fifth. Finally on June 12, 1909, the cornerstone of
the new Masonic Temple was laid with big fanfare. A parade of
Masons from all over the state participated and the band of the
high school was present. The architect of the new building was
Fred T. Harris and Taylor Brothers, brick contractors, were award-
ed the $21,000 contract for the building. On February 28, 1910
another large parade was given for the dedication of the completed
building. At the end of the parade am artificial stone weighing
seven tons was placed over the entrance. It said "Masonic Temple"
and Taylor Brothers had to build a special crane to do the job.
On March 4, 1910, the Honorable Frank P. Meserve, a clothing
business owner in Redlands, gave a speech in the newly completed
building. It was called "From Tenement to Temple." Meserve was
instrumental in the initial efforts of organization of the Masonic
Lodge and was the first Worshipful Master of the Lodge.

Originally the building entrance had sandstone columns supporting
a small balcony. Rusticated quoins accentuated the two-story
corners of the building, contrasting with the brickwork of the
walls. In 1935, the temple was extended toward Cajon Street and
the remodeling included a dining room, kitchen and first floor
offices. The cornerstone was moved forward during this expansion
process.

Originally the ground floor of the building was occupied by doctors.
The second floor is the meeting hall and the third f£looxr has locker
rooms, closets and an organ loft. Hot water heating was featured
in the building. The Redlands Review said, "The building shows that
it conforms architectural style of accepted and ancient orders of

_architecture."


















DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND REGREATION ‘.E
>
/HISTOFHC RESOURCES INVENTORY é
IDENTIFICATION =
1. Common name: Masonic Temple
2. Historic name, if known:
3. Street or rural address___131 Cahon Street
City: _ Redlands ZIp:_92373% County: San _Bernardino
4, Present-owner, if known: _ Address:
City: - ZIP: Ownership is: Public D Private @
5. Present Use: Offices, meeting hall Original Use: ___same f 7

N

Other past uses:

DESCRIPTION

6. Briefly describe the present physncal appearance of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its ongmal
condition:

This brick bulldlng has two storles and a partial ‘third _story. There are cut stone quoins
at the outer corners of the first and second stories. A center entry extends to glass-
doors recessed toward the rear. The entry has ornamental iron work across the ‘top and .
two upper corners. A square design in brick extends across the top of first and -second
floors. The words "Masonic Temple'" are engraved in’ large letters on a plain stone section
over the entry. There is a large plate glass w1ndow centered on each side of the entrance
at the first floor. The second floor, which is set back from the bulldlng front, has’
three large windows spaced evenly across the front. The third floor is further recessed
from the front and is brick with no apparent decoration.

7. Locational sketch map {draw and label site and 8. Approximate property size:
surrounding streets, roads, and promlnent landmarks):

NORTH -

Lot size (in feet) Frontage

_Depth
or approx. acreage __________.

NN . :
\ \ V'ﬂ‘ SE_ 9. Condition: {check one)

a. Excelient 'Q b. Good L—_l c. Fair D
d. Deteriorated D e. No longer in ex_isten.ce D
10. Is the feature  a. Altered? D b. Un_alteied? D
11. Surroundings: {Check more than one if necess-arQ).-

a. Open land D b. Scattered buildingsv D
c. Densely built-up D d. Residential D

e. Commercial E f. Industrial D

g. Other D a

12. Threats to site: )
a. None known E(—_l b. Private development’ D
" c. Zoning D d. Public Works project D

e. Vandalism D f. Other D

= Pt fs ama - P a R 4 MNaerfid 8 nmrdmrnd chmtnmrarmhfce) - April, 1985



~ 14,

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

~1he following (Items 14-19) are for structures only.

Primary exterior building material: a. Stone D b. Brick E] €. Stucco D d. Adobe D e. Wood D

f. Other [ |

Is the structure: a. On its original site? E] b. Moved? D c. Unknown? D

Yeze of initial construction 1909 This date is: a. Factual @ b. Estimated D

Architect (ifknown): _ Fred T. Harris

Buitder (if known): Taylor Brathers
Related features: a. Barn D b. Carriage house D c. Outhouse D d. Shed(s) D e. Formal garden(s) D

f. Windmill D g. Watertower/tankhouse D h. Other [:] i. None D

SIGNIFICANCE

20.

21.

22.

23.

Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance {include dates, events, and persons associated with the site when known):
On June 12, 1909, the cornerstone was laid. The contract for the bulldlng was 821 000.
On Feb. 28 1910 the completed building was dedicated.™

Frank P, Meserve was instrumental in the initial efforts of the organlzatlon of the .
Masonic Lodge and was the first Worshipful Master of the Lodge. a
Criginally the bu11d1ng entrance had sandstone columns supporting a small -balcorys
Rusticated quoins accentuated the two-story corners of the building, contrasting with
the brickwork of the walls. In 1935, the temple was extended toward Cajon. Street and
the remodeling included a dining room, kitchen and first floor offices. The cornerstone
was moved forward during this expansion process. ' ’

Main theme of the historic resource: {Check only one): a. Architecture- D b. Arts & Leisure D
c. Economic/Industrial D d. Exploration/Settlement D e. Government D f. Military D
g Rezligion D h. Social/Education D oo

Sources: List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews, and their dates:
Redlands Historical Society. : , .-

Date form prepared: _L"LL_"LBE___ By (name) Helen Watts
Address: 125 W. Vine Street City _Redlands ZIp: _9237%
Phone: Organization: _A. K. Smiley Public Library

TH—AA =TT O O

(State Use Only)
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ATTACHMENT D
Resolution No. 2021-13



RESOLUTION NO. 2021-13

A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC AND SCENIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF REDLANDS RECOMMENDING
APPROVAL OF HISTORIC RESOURCE DESIGNATION NO. 137 FOR
THE BUILDING REFERED TO AS THE REDLANDS MASONIC LODGE
LOCATED AT 131 CAJON STREET (APN: 0171-301-02-0000).

WHEREAS, the Masonic Temple Association of Redlands, Inc. has submitted an
application for Historic Resource Designation No. 137 for an 14,911 square-foot multi-
tenant commercial building, historically used as the Redlands Masonic Lodge. The
building is two stories, with a partial third story towards the rear, and has a brick and stone
exterior, located at 131 Cajon Street.

WHEREAS, notice of this Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission public
hearing for the Project was duly published in the Redlands Daily Facts by the Secretary
to the Commission; and,

WHEREAS, on October 7, 2021, the Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission
held a public hearing and considered the staff report, oral report, the testimony and the
written evidence submitted by and on behalf of the applicant and by members of the
public; and,

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 15061(b)(3) (General Rule) provides
for exemption from environmental review in accordance with the California Environmental
Quality Act, and the project qualifies for this exemption; and,

WHEREAS, following the public hearing for the Historic Resource Designation the
Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission determined that approval of the requested
Historic Resource would be in the best interests of the public health, safety, and general
welfare.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HISTORIC AND SCENIC
PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF REDLANDS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Historic and Scenic Preservation Commission recommends to the
City Council that the proposed project is Exempt from the California Environmental
Quality Act per Section 15061(b)(3), and there is no substantial evidence of any
potentially significant impacts. The proposed application is limited to the historic
designation of the property located 131 Cajon Street as a historic resource, and will in no
way result in a significant effect on the environment.

Section 2. The Historic and Scenic Preservation Commission nominates the
property at 131 Cajon Street to be eligible to become a Historic Resource, pursuant to
Section 2.62 of the Redlands Municipal Code.

Section 3. The Historic and Scenic Preservation Commission recommends that



the City Council designate the property located at 440 Oriental Avenue as a Historic
Resource pursuant to Section 2.62 of the Redlands Municipal Code based on the
following criterion:

A.

B.

Section 2.62.170(C): “It is strongly identified with a person or persons who
significantly contributed to the culture, history or development of the city.”

The subject property meets this criterion. The Redlands Masonic Lodge
are an organization that have notably contributed to the culture, history or
development of the City. The initial origins of Redlands Lodge No. 300
began when Redlands Citrograph editor, Scipio Craig, published a notice in
his paper in 1887 asking East San Bernardino Valley men to register at this
office if they were interested in forming a lodge. The organization has met
in Redlands since 1890 and constructed the subject building, where they
still meet, in in 1909. On June 12, 1909, the cornerstones of the new
Masonic Temple was laid. A parade took place for its dedication on
February 28, 1910.

In addition to Scipio Craig, some of the other notable members included
Frank Meserve, a city mayor; George Hinckley, city superintendent of parks
and water; H.P.D Kingsbury, a citrus grower, former mayor, and school
board member; and Albert E. Taylor and Harold Taylor, owners of a notable
brickyard in Redlands; and Paul W. Moore, early owner of the Daily Facts
newspaper and the namesake of Moore Middle School. The Masons are
noted in newspaper articles as being community-oriented and have been
involved in fundraisers and events that have directly benefitted the
community during their 131 year tenure in the City.

Section 2.62.170(D): “It is one of the few remaining examples in the city
possessing distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or
specimen.”

The subject property meets this criterion. The Redlands Masonic Lodge
represents one of the oldest buildings in the City that is still used and
operated by the original organization that commissioned its construction
in 1909. The building utilizes brick construction, accented with stone and
concrete with rusticated quoins accenting the front corners of the building
and adorns the words “Masonic Temple” engraved in large letters on a
stone section above the entry. The brickwork contains a band of
articulated dental work, below the roof molding. The design and brick
material utilized for the building distinguish it as part of the downtown core
of the City. While many institutional resources were constructed in
Redlands during this early development period of the City, few of them
remain; resulting in the Masonic Temple as being one of the few remaining
examples.



C. Section 2.62.170(1): “It is a particularly good example of a period or style.”

The subject property meets this criterion. The Redlands Masonic Lodge is
consistent with the City’s Historic Context Statement theme of “Early
Development of Redlands (1867-1913)7, which includes
club/organizational buildings associated with Redlands’ earliest patterns of
institutional development. The property retains its historic association with
Redlands Lodge No. 300, and also retains its integrity of location, design,
and feeling. While the building has been modified, which additions to the
front and rear occurring in 1935, these additions have gained historic
significance in their own right. Minor modifications, such as window
change-outs appear to have occurred over time, however, the majority of
the features that illustrate its original style and appearance in terms of
massing, proportions, and design are still in-tact and the building remains
easily recognizable and retains the features that characterized its
appearance during its historical period.  The building also earned a
Heritage Award from the Redlands Area Historic Society in 1984 as a good
example of local architecture that has been maintained in good condition.

Section 4. This Resolution is effective immediately upon adoption.

ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED this 7t day of October, 2021.

ATTEST:

Kurt Heidelberg, Historic and Scenic
Preservation Commission Chair

Linda McCasland, Secretary to the Commission

I, Linda McCasland, Historic and Scenic Preservation Commission Secretary of the City
of Redlands, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Historic



and Scenic Preservation Commission at a regular meeting thereof held on the 7" day of
October, 2021.

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAINED:

Linda McCasland, Historic and
Scenic Preservation Commission
Secretary
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